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1 Purpose of the report 

1.1 This report seeks delegated authority to process an application to re-name the path 
around the Rochdale Memorial Gardens after RSM James Clarke VC. The proposed 
name of the path to be ‘RSM James Clarke VC Walk”. No properties will be affected by 
the change.  Members’ approval of this proposal is sought. 
 

2 Recommendations 
2.1 That members agree to the processing of this application. 

 
 

3 Background 
3.1 James Clark was born on 6th April 1894 in Winsford, Cheshire. He left school at 
the age of 14, where he worked as a day-labourer, before he enlisted into the 
Lancashire Fusiliers in October 1915. 
He moved to Rochdale in 1913 where he worked as a carter for Butterworth Brothers 
in Milnrow and then William Tatham and Sons engineers. 
He married in August 1915 and lived in Clyde Street, off Vavasour Street before, in 
October of that year; he enlisted into the 6th (Rochdale) Battalion, Lancashire 
Fusiliers. 
He was posted to the Western Front, where he rose to the rank of Regimental 
Sergeant Major. 
 
3.2 On 2 November 1918 he was in charge of a platoon which braved heavy machine 
gun fire to reach a well-defended ridge. In the action, RSM Clarke and his men 
captured four machine guns and single handedly bayonetted the crews. Later he led 
the remnants of his platoon to capture three more machine guns and many prisoners. 
The next day, after capturing more prisoners, he was able to hold up an enemy 
advance. The day after, in an attack on the Oise Sambre Canal, under heavy fire from 
the bank, he rushed forward with his team in the face of an intense barrage, brought 
his gun into action and effectively silenced the enemy. 



 
 

 
3.3 Medal Group: 

o Victoria Cross 

o British War Medal (1914-20) 

o Victory Medal (1914-19) 

o King George VI Coronation Medal (1937) 
 
 
3.4 James was healthy enough to participate in the World War II Victory Parade on 
June 8, 1946, but died the next year of pneumonia at Birch Hill Hospital, Rochdale. He 
was buried with full military honours at Rochdale Cemetery a few days later. 

 
 

4 Alternatives Considered 
4.1 Smith Street was initially considered, from Molesworth Street to Drake Street, 
however objections were received from some businesses that would have been 
financially penalised due to amendments to stationery, registered addresses etc.  
 
4.2 Members may instead wish to agree to re-name Smith Street, from Number One 
Riverside to the junction with Milton St.  This would result in only the Council building 
being affected, the address being ‘Number One Riverside, RSM James Clarke VC 
Way, Rochdale’. No other businesses would be affected. See Appendix ‘B’. 

 
5 Financial Implications 

5.1 The cost of signage, £1,000 will be funded from the Rochdale Township Capital 
Armed Forces Fund.  The cost of the application, £100 will come from the Armed 
Forces Budget.  

 
6   Legal Implications 

6.1 On 17th April 2013, the Council supported the implementation of a policy of offering 
families of fallen service personnel who have died in active duty from the Borough of 
Rochdale a chance to have a street or road named after their loved one. 
 
Such lasting recognition, if this were the wishes of the family, would be a poignant way 
of demonstrating the communities’ admiration and appreciation for those who served, 
and for their courage and patriotism. 
 
There are no other legal implications. 
 

7  Personnel Implications 
7.1 There are no personnel implications arising from this report. 

 
8 Armed Forces Community Covenant 

8.1 The Armed Forces Community Covenant is a voluntary statement of mutual 
support between a civilian community and its local armed forces community.  It is 
intended to compliment the Armed forces Covenant which outlines the moral 
obligations between the nation, the Government and the Armed Forces at a local level.  
 
We aim to encourage communities, charities, businesses, local Government and 
health care providers to take part in the covenant to support all our Armed Forces 
living locally.  This not only includes supporting personnel, but also their families and 
veterans, particularly where they have been injured or bereaved. By doing this we 
recognize what our Armed Forces have done for us and continue to do on a daily 
basis. 
 
 



 
 

The Rochdale Armed Forces Community Covenant was launched on Wednesday 20th 
June 2012. 
 
 
 
Aims of the Armed Forces Community Covenant in Rochdale: 

• To encourage local communities and the Armed Forces community to provide 
each other with support 

• To promote awareness amongst communities of the issues affecting the armed 
forces in the Borough of Rochdale 

• To recognise and remember the sacrifices made by the Armed Forces 
community 

• To encourage activities which help integrate the armed forces community into 
local life 

By re-naming streets, we are raising the profile of the work our Armed Forces do and 
also educating future generations. 

 
9. Risk Assessment Implications  

9.1 There are no risks associated with this proposal. 
 

10. Equalities Impacts 
10.1 Workforce Equality Impacts Assessment 

 

There are no workforce equality issues arising from this report. 
 
10.2 Equality/Community Impact Assessments 

 

There are no equality/community issues arising from this report. 
 

 

Background Papers 

Document Place of Inspection 

Map of Rochdale Memorial Gardens 
Map of Smith Street 

 
Appendix ‘A’ 
Appendix ‘B’ 
 

 

 


